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WELCOME BACK
JAGUARS!
Dear JJB Families,
Welcome to the 2021-2022 school year! We are very excited to have all of
our students back in the building!
Last year was a difficult time for us all. We want our families to know that
uour student's mental health and self-esteem are extremely important to the staff at
Jones Blackhurst.
One of the main things that we will be focusing on this year is bulding meaningful
relationships with our students. Teachers will be implementing classroom meetings to
foster relationship building and a sense of community in each room.
During the first few weeks of school your children will be learning about
Thinking Maps. These maps are visuals that support students’ continuous cognitive
development. We use the maps in all grade levels and across the curriculum.
Just a reminder, student birthday celebrations may take place in the
Multipurpose Room (MPR), only during lunch time. Any food items brought in must be
individually wrapped and STORE bought (not homemade). Students are not allowed to
distribute private birthday invitations in the classroom. All invitations must be
distributed on the playground before or after school.

Finally, to be sure you receive all communication from JJB, please listen to
Parenlink messages sent to you from the school. You may want to follow us on
Facebook and visit our website www.jonesblackhurst.net for resources and updated
communication.
We look forward to seeing all our families soon! It's been too long!
Jennifer Boccia

Selina Angelo

Updated Mask, Health, and Safety Protocols
The District is committed to opening schools for all students as safely as
possible for in-person learning for the 2021-2022 school year. As a result of
the current high transmission rates of COVID-19 and in alignment with the
recommendations from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, the
Southern Nevada Health District, and the American Academy of Pediatrics,
we will adhere to the following guidelines:
*All students and staff are required to wear face masks indoors, unless
medical or developmental conditions prohibit use.
*All students and staff must wear face masks on all District buses, unless
medical or developmental conditions prohibit use.
*If an individual who is eligible wants to acquire a COVID-19 vaccination,
please refer to the information located at
https://media.southernnevadahealthdistrict.org/download/COVID19/resources/Clark-County-Vaccination-Sites.pdf.
Once again, the District is committed to opening schools for all students for
in-person learning, while promoting the health and safety of all students
and staff. We will continue to monitor the health data in our community to
make informed decisions regarding the implementation of mitigation
strategies.

PBIS (Positive Behavior
Interventions and Support)
Jones Blackhurst will continue to utilize the School Wide
Positive Based Interventions and Supports model this school
year. This model helps facilitate parent-teacher student
communication to positively impact student learning.

Students will have the
opportunity to earn
“SPOT” tickets when
they display notable
examples of these
leadership qualities:
Responsibility, Respect,
and Kindness. Teachers
will draw two names
weekly and these
winners can use their
ticket in the SPOT Shack
(our school store).

In addition, students can be chosen to be the SPOTlight Student of the
Month for displaying SPOTs in the classroom, lunchroom, playground,
hallway, restroom, stairway, and during assemblies. These students will
receive a certificate during our monthly celebrations.

The Clark County School
District suggests the following
precautionary measures for
parents and their children.
Parents are urged to have frank
discussions with their children
about the following:

Never get into a car with
a stranger. If a stranger asks
for directions, be polite, but do not go near
the vehicle. If a stranger gets out of his/her
vehicle, run away immediately.

Explain the dangers of
being abducted and/or
molested.

Parents should know with
whom their child/children
normally walk to school with
and the route they
normally take.

Teach your children,
regardless of age, their full
name, your full name,
their address and
phone number.

Emphasize the importance of
staying close to a parent,
relative, or friend when away
from home.

Explain that private parts of their body
should not be touched by anyone, and if that
happens to report it immediately. Explain
that private parts of their body should
not be touched by anyone, and if that
happens to report it to the
police immediately.

Never accept
candy,
money, or
gifts
from
strangers.

Police officers are to be trusted for
help, explain that police can always
be identified by their marked car,
motorcycle or uniform.

Hello JJB Families!
For those of you that don’t know me, my name is Billie Jo Guthrie, and I am the
School Counselor at Jan Jones Blackhurst Elementary School. I have been a Jaguar
since we opened the school in 2017, and I have never loved working anywhere as
much as I do here! This will be my 11th year as a School Counselor and my 18th year
in the district.
I play a very active role at Jan Jones Blackhurst as your School Counselor. I teach
School Counseling curriculum lessons in every classroom once a month. These
lessons vary on topics such as coping skills, making friends, and learning how to
become more organized, etc. Aside from monthly lessons, I also facilitate small
groups. These groups are for students that may be struggling with things such as
grief, divorce, impulsivity, anger, making friends, or anxiety. If you know your child is
having a difficult time with any of these or other issues, please feel free to reach out
to me using the contact information below.
Finally, I am available to meet with students one-on-one if they refer themselves, the
teacher refers them, or if you refer them. I am here for ALL students and will do
whatever it takes to support their needs. Connecting families with outside
counseling and resources is also another responsibility that I assist families with.
My door is always to everyone! If you have any questions or concerns, please reach
out to me at your earliest convenience! I look forward to seeing all of you! Let’s have
a GREAT YEAR!
Billie Jo Guthrie
School Counselor
702-799-1252 ext. 4301
guthrb@nv.ccsd.net

Upcoming Events
6
August

Open House

9
First Day of School
August
6
Sept.

Labor Day-No School

13
Sept.

Staff Development Day
No School

Jan Jones Blackhurst is committed to providing a safe, secure, and respectful
learning environment for ALL students. We take a strong stance against
bullying and cyberbullying.
Nevada anti-bullying laws prohibit bullying acts or conduct that is based on
actual or perceived race, color, national origin, ancestry, religion, gender
identity or expression, sexual orientation, physical or mental disability of a
person, sex or any other distinguishing characteristic or background of a
person, or association of a person with another person having one or more of
those actual or perceived characteristics. Nevada district policies must also
include requirements and methods for addressing rights and needs of persons
with diverse gender identities or expression.
To report or discuss bullying at Jan Jones Blackhurst, please contact Mrs. Boccia,
Ms. Angelo, Ms. Guthrie or your child's teacher. You may also visit either
safevoicenv.org or ccsd.net/students/bully/.

WELCOME TO THE JJB FAMILY!

SUPPORT STAFF/SPECIALISTS

Tracee Guenther-Psych*

Megaan Carlin- TA
Maritza Curbelo-Night Custodian
Jonathan Diehl-SPTA

Kelly Kibble-Nurse

Laura Palcios-Cafeteria Manager*

Joseph Patros-Head Custodian*

Amanda Dubinin- SPTA
Ana Ghiorsi-SPTA*

Tony Vaughan-SPTA

TEACHERS
Wendy Adams- RBG3 Strategist*
Robert Jugo-1st Grade
Monica Kappel- 2nd Grade*
Karina Navarro- Pre-K*
Amy Nelson- Special Ed.*
Jennifer Nicholas-4th Grade
Chris Zabriskie-2nd Grade

Bethany Oswalt-GATE
Nicholas Piippo- 2nd Grade
April Sanchez-3rd Grade*
Lauren Stanley-Kinder*
Scott Tello-Special Ed.*
Tipton Wild-Kinder
Decia Cook-Kinder*

WELCOME BACK
Dezzaray Genovese-SEIF
*2020-2021 school year

Damon Rex-P.E.

CCSD Back to School webpage
The Clark County School District's (CCSD) Back to School webpage is
now available for parents and students preparing for the upcoming
2021-22 school year. The webpage provides helpful resources and
information relating to students starting or returning to school,
and can be found at backtoschool.ccsd.net.

